 VLEC APPENDIX J
Funding Streams and Program Types

IMPORTANT: The intent of this document is to provide stakeholders of the Eastern PA CoC Veterans Leadership and Engagement Committee (VLEC) with basic information about the primary homeless-dedicated funding streams that veterans may be eligible for. This document should not be used to screen veterans for eligibility. Veterans should always be referred to the provider for a comprehensive eligibility screening and determination.

Veterans Administration Funding Streams
	Supportive Services for Veteran Families (SSVF)

	
	Overview: The Supportive Services for Veteran Families (SSVF) program provides supportive services, such as outreach, case management, and assistance in obtaining VA and other mainstream benefits that promote housing stability and community integration, to very low-income Veteran families living in or transitioning to permanent housing. SSVF is designed to rapidly rehouse homeless Veteran families and prevent homelessness for those at imminent risk of becoming homeless due to a housing crisis. Through a competitive application, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) makes grants funds to private nonprofit organizations and consumer cooperatives, which then provide very low-income Veteran families with a range of supportive services designed to promote housing stability. SSVF grantees can also make time-limited temporary payments on behalf of Veterans to cover rent, utilities, security deposits and moving costs.

· Homelessness Prevention (HP): A crisis management approach that focuses on preventing homelessness by providing assistance to households that otherwise would become homeless and end up in a literal homeless situation. 
· Rapid Re-Housing (RRH): An intervention designed to help individuals and families quickly exit homelessness and transition to permanent housing. Rapid re-housing assistance is offered without grantee required preconditions such as employment, income, absence of criminal record, or sobriety. Support services are tailored to the unique circumstances of each individual participant household to facilitate a rapid transition to permanent housing. The three core components of rapid re-housing are identifying housing, providing rent and move-in financial assistance, and offering case management and related services. While a rapid re-housing program must have all three core components, it is not required that a single entity provides all three services nor that a household utilize them all.

	
	Program Eligibility: Either (a) a Veteran; or (b) a member of a family in which the head of household, or the spouse of the head of household, is a Veteran. (Note: The head of household should be identified by the Veteran family.) For the purposes of SSVF, the term “Veteran” means a person who served in the active military, naval, or air service, regardless of length of service, and who was discharged or released therefrom.

“Very low-income” Household: income does not exceed 50 percent of area median income. http://www.huduser.org/portal/datasets/il.html.

“Occupying Permanent Housing”: A very low-income Veteran family is considered to be occupying permanent housing if it falls into one of three categories:
1. (category 1) Is residing in permanent housing, including (i) a leased unit, (ii) a house with a mortgage, (iii) a unit shared with others (i.e. doubled-up), or (iv) a hotel or motel not paid for by federal, state, or local government programs for low-income individuals or by charitable organizations (Homelessness Prevention); and has no resources or support networks, e.g., family, friends, faith-based or other social networks, immediately available to prevent them from becoming literally homeless (e.g., entering an emergency shelter or place not meant for human habitation);
2. (category 2) Is literally homeless (staying in a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings, including a car, park, abandoned building, bus or train station, airport, or camping ground; OR staying in a supervised publicly- or privately-operated shelter designated to provide temporary living arrangements (including congregate shelters, transitional housing, and hotels and motels paid for by charitable organizations or by federal, state, or local government programs for low-income individuals); OR exiting an institution where s/he resided for 90 days or less and who resided in an emergency shelter or place not meant for human habitation immediately before entering that institution; OR Are fleeing or attempting to flee a domestic violence situation) and at risk to remain in this situation but for grantee’s assistance and scheduled to become a resident of permanent housing within 90 days pending the location or development of housing suitable for permanent housing; or 
3. (category 3) Is literally homeless after exiting permanent housing within the previous 90 days to seek other housing that is responsive to the very low-income Veteran family’s needs and preferences

For Category 1 (homelessness prevention), in addition to meeting eligibility criteria, veteran families must also meet or exceed a grantee’s approved targeting threshold score used to ensure limited SSVF resources are directed to Veteran families with no other resources or options.

	
	Eligible Activities/ Expenses

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Within all eligible activities/ costs, there are restrictions and guidelines governing whether or not they will be approved. SSVF grantees use discretion to assess that the cost will be eligible/ is needed by the client.

· Outreach: Outreach services customized to the target populations (very low-income Veteran families, who are literally homeless, or at imminent risk of becoming homelessness). SSVF Grantees are expected to participate in planning, implementation and operation of the local CoC’s Coordinated Entry (CE) process (which should account for SSVF and VA homeless programs in general) for Veterans and should align all outreach and referral activities, to the extent possible, with the local CE Policies and Procedures
· Case Management: Grantees must provide Housing First, housing-focused case management services utilizing a wide array of approaches to resolve or minimize each program participant’s barriers to obtaining and retaining housing. Participant choice is paramount; it is essential that case managers assertively and positively engage with the Veteran household, assisting them to achieve housing they want and can sustain.
· Temporary Financial Assistance (TFA): Eligible forms of temporary financial assistance are: rental assistance, utility-fee payment assistance, deposits (security or utility), moving costs, transportation (public transportation or car repair), general housing stability Assistance; emergency housing assistance; and child care
· Rental Assistance: includes the payment of rent, mobile home lot rent when the participant owns or rents the mobile home, and penalties or fees to help a participant remain in or obtain permanent housing. 
· Utility Payment Assistance: includes the payment of utility costs (i.e. heat, electricity, water, sewer and garbage collection) to help the participant obtain or retain permanent housing. 
· Deposit: includes the payment of security or utility deposits to help the participant obtain permanent housing. This assistance does not count towards the monthly assistance restrictions for both rent and allowable utilities. 
· Moving Costs: costs necessary to help the participant obtain permanent housing. Moving costs may include reasonable costs such as truck rental, hiring a moving company, or short-term storage fees for a maximum of 3 months. 
· Transportation Assistance: A grantee may provide transportation assistance if it will enhance housing stability. For example, a participant may require assistance with transportation to a job interview or a medical appointment. 
· General Housing Stability Assistance: the provision of goods or payment of expenses not included in other SSVF categories but which are directly related to supporting a participant’s housing stability. Such assistance is offered only when it is not available through existing mainstream resources.
· Emergency Housing Assistance: temporary housing assistance for eligible literally homeless participants who are awaiting permanent housing if no other shelter is available, and no alternative VA resources (such as Grant and Per Diem or Healthcare for Homeless Veterans residential contract housing) or community resources exist. Placement for a single Veteran may not exceed 72 hours, unless the grantee can certify that shelter beds and transitional housing are still unavailable at the end of 72 hours. Extensions beyond the 72 hours may not exceed 45 days. Placement for a Veteran and his or her spouse with dependent(s) may not exceed 45 days. 
· Child Care Assistance: A grantee may make payments on behalf of a participant to an “eligible child care provider” providing child care services.

	Grant and Per-Diem (GPD)

	
	Overview: The GPD program allows VA to award grants to community-based agencies to create transitional housing programs and offer per diem payments. The purpose of the program is to promote the development and provision of supportive housing and/or related services — with the goal of helping homeless Veterans achieve residential stability, increase their skill levels and/or income, and obtain greater self-determination. GPD-funded projects offer communities a way to help homeless Veterans by providing housing and other services and at the same time assist VAMCs by augmenting or supplementing care.

To access Healthcare for Homeless Veterans (HCHV) Grant and Per Diem (GDP) Programs, veterans should phone the homeless vets hotline 1-877-424-3838.

	
	Grant and Per Diem - Low Demand (GPD-LD)
	Intent: To offer transitional housing that has low demands on Veterans and is operated with a harm reduction philosophy. In Low Demand GPD, the emphasis is on the engagement of the Veteran participant within a safe environment. For instance, sobriety is not required of Veterans, nor is compliance with mental health treatment, during the Veteran’s stay in the Low Demand placement. 

Target population: Low Demand GPD is appropriate for any Veteran who does not choose another alternative, such as a permanent housing program (e.g., SSVF rapid rehousing), Clinical Treatment or a Service Intensive program. The population might include those who have experienced long-term homelessness, those who do not need or have not committed to treatment, and others who simply prefer a low demand environment.  GPD-LD housing programs utilize a harm reduction framework to accommodate chronically homeless Veterans who were either unsuccessful in traditional housing programs, or did not participate in them, due to treatment participation and sobriety requirements for admission to and/or continued stay in the programs.
Program Eligibility:
Either (a) a Veteran, a person who served in the active military, naval, or air service, regardless of length of service, and who was discharged or released therefrom; or (b) a member of a family in which the head of household, or the spouse of the head of household, is a Veteran. (Note: The head of household should be identified by the Veteran family.) [1] For the purposes of GPD, the term “Veteran” means a person who served in the active military, naval, or air service, regardless of length of service, and who was discharged or released therefrom.
Veterans must be experiencing homelessness as defined in paragraphs (1), (2), (3), or (4) of HUD’s “homeless” definition. There are no income guidelines for GPD eligibility.

IMPORTANT NOTICE about Eligible Costs/ Expenses: Within all eligible activities/ costs, there are restrictions and guidelines governing whether or not they will be approved. GPD programs use discretion to  assess that the cost will be eligible/ is needed by the client.

GPD-LD programs veterans in the Eastern PA CoC access: St. Francis Commons

https://www.va.gov/HOMELESS/nchav/docs/Grant_and_Per_Diem_Low_Demand_Program_Model_FAQ.pdf 

	
	Grant and Per Diem - Service Intensive (GPD-SI)
	Intent: To provide time-limited housing along with a range of services to facilitate exit into permanent housing as rapidly as appropriate. 

Target population: This model is appropriate for Veterans who choose a Service-Intensive Transitional Program over a permanent housing option or alternative program. 
Program Eligibility:
Either (a) a Veteran, a person who served in the active military, naval, or air service, regardless of length of service, and who was discharged or released therefrom; or (b) a member of a family in which the head of household, or the spouse of the head of household, is a Veteran. (Note: The head of household should be identified by the Veteran family.) [1] For the purposes of GPD, the term “Veteran” means a person who served in the active military, naval, or air service, regardless of length of service, and who was discharged or released therefrom.
Veterans must be experiencing homelessness as defined in paragraphs (1), (2), (3), or (4) of HUD’s “homeless” definition. There are no income guidelines for GPD eligibility.

IMPORTANT NOTICE about Eligible Costs/ Expenses: Within all eligible activities/ costs, there are restrictions and guidelines governing whether or not they will be approved. GPD programs use discretion to  assess that the cost will be eligible/ is needed by the client.

GPD-SI programs veterans in the Eastern PA CoC access: St. Francis Commons, Safe Harbor, CEO, and Victory House

	
	Grant and Per Diem - Bridge (GPD-Bridge)
	Intent: To provide a short-term stay (i.e., target less than 90 days) in transitional housing for a Veteran with a pre-identified permanent housing destination. 

Target population: Bridge Housing is appropriate for a Veteran who has accepted a permanent housing intervention but is not able to immediately move into a permanent unit, and who chooses to stay in Bridge Housing in the interim. To be eligible for Bridge Housing, the Veteran must have been offered and accepted the intervention either prior to admission or within the first 14 days of admission. While the stay is expected to be less than 90 days, the length of stay will vary depending on local housing markets and unit availability. 
Program Eligibility:
Either (a) a Veteran, a person who served in the active military, naval, or air service, regardless of length of service, and who was discharged or released therefrom; or (b) a member of a family in which the head of household, or the spouse of the head of household, is a Veteran. (Note: The head of household should be identified by the Veteran family.) [1] For the purposes of GPD, the term “Veteran” means a person who served in the active military, naval, or air service, regardless of length of service, and who was discharged or released therefrom.
Veterans must be experiencing homelessness as defined in paragraphs (1), (2), (3), or (4) of HUD’s “homeless” definition. There are no income guidelines for GPD eligibility.

IMPORTANT NOTICE about Eligible Costs/ Expenses: Within all eligible activities/ costs, there are restrictions and guidelines governing whether or not they will be approved. GPD programs use discretion to  assess that the cost will be eligible/ is needed by the client.

GPD-Bridge programs veterans in the Eastern PA CoC access: Veterans Leadership Program (VLP), CEO, and Victory House

	
	Grant and Per Diem - Clinical (GPD - Clinical)
	Intent: To provide Clinical Treatment along with housing-focused and income-focused services. 

Target population: Clinical Treatment is appropriate for a Veteran who chooses to enter a residential treatment setting to address a substance use disorder and/or mental health diagnosis and elects the GPD treatment program among other alternatives. 

Services: While clinical treatment is a cornerstone of this program, providers are also required to offer services that improve the likelihood of a Veteran exiting to permanent housing and increasing household income. All services must be individualized; lengths of stay are expected to vary across Veterans
Program Eligibility:
Either (a) a Veteran, a person who served in the active military, naval, or air service, regardless of length of service, and who was discharged or released therefrom; or (b) a member of a family in which the head of household, or the spouse of the head of household, is a Veteran. (Note: The head of household should be identified by the Veteran family.) [1] For the purposes of GPD, the term “Veteran” means a person who served in the active military, naval, or air service, regardless of length of service, and who was discharged or released therefrom.
Veterans must be experiencing homelessness as defined in paragraphs (1), (2), (3), or (4) of HUD’s “homeless” definition. There are no income guidelines for GPD eligibility.

IMPORTANT NOTICE about Eligible Costs/ Expenses: Within all eligible activities/ costs, there are restrictions and guidelines governing whether or not they will be approved. GPD programs use discretion to  assess that the cost will be eligible/ is needed by the client.

GPD-Clinical programs veterans in the Eastern PA CoC access: St. Francis Commons

	Healthcare for Homeless Veterans (HCHV)

	
	Overview: Health Care for Homeless Veterans (HCHV): The central goal of the HCHV program is to reduce homelessness among Veterans by connecting homeless Veterans with health care and other needed services. This program provides outreach, case management, and HCHV Contract Residential Services (CRS), ensuring that chronically homeless Veterans especially those with serious mental health diagnoses and/or substance use disorders can be placed in VA or community-based programs that provide quality housing and services that meet their specialized needs. To be eligible, veterans must be VA healthcare eligible. 

To access Healthcare for Homeless Veterans(HCHV) Programs, veterans should phone the homeless vets hotline 1-877-424-3838.

	
	HCHV Outreach Services
	HCHV staff conduct outreach to identify homeless Veterans encountered in encampments, shelters, drop-in centers, and other community locations. The intent of outreach is to provide Veterans with information on resources such as housing assistance, medical and psychiatric inpatient and outpatient treatment programs, other community-based residential programs or social services and encourage Veterans to participate in the assessment of and engagement with these services. HCHV works to lower barriers and maintain easy access for Veterans to receive services in VA and the community.

	
	HCHV Case Management Services
	The goal of HCHV case management is to reach and engage all homeless Veterans who are disconnected or under-connected to critical medical and mental health services, community support and most importantly appropriate housing interventions with a significant emphasis on those Veterans who are unsheltered and most vulnerable. 

	
	Contract Emergency Residential Services (CERS)
	Programs target and prioritize homeless Veterans transitioning from literal street homelessness, Veterans being discharged from institutions, including those in need of medical respite, and Veterans who recently became homeless and require safe and stable living arrangements while they seek permanent housing. Lengths of stay in CRS typically range from 30 to 90 days with the option to extend based on clinical need. (314 CRS programs with over 3,000 beds nationally) 



IMPORTANT: The intent of this document is to provide stakeholders of the Eastern PA CoC Veterans Leadership and Engagement Committee (VLEC) with basic information about the primary homeless-dedicated funding streams that veterans may be eligible for. This document should not be used to screen veterans for eligibility. Veterans should always be referred to the provider for a comprehensive eligibility screening and determination.
U.S. Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Funding Streams
	Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (VASH)

	
	Overview: Through this collaborative program between the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and VA, HUD provides eligible homeless Veterans with a Housing Choice rental voucher, and VA provides case management and supportive services so that Veterans can gain housing stability and recover from physical and mental health problems, substance use disorders, and other issues contributing to or resulting from homelessness. HUD-VASH subscribes to the principles of the Housing First model of care. Housing First is an evidence-based practice model demonstrating that rapidly moving individuals into housing, and then wrapping supportive services around them as needed, helps homeless individuals exit homelessness and achieve housing stability, improving their ability and motivation to engage in treatment. The program goals are to help Veterans and their families gain stable housing while promoting full recovery and independence in their community. 

	
	Program Eligibility
	Veterans who are appropriate candidates for this program demonstrate the most need or vulnerability and must need case management services in order to obtain and sustain independent community housing. HUD-VASH targets the chronically homeless Veteran who is the most vulnerable and often has severe mental or physical health problems and/or substance use disorders, with frequent emergency room visits, multiple treatment attempts, and limited access to other social supports. However, other Veterans who are homeless with diminished functional capacity and resultant need for case management are also eligible for the program.

A key component of the program is VA’s case management services. These services are designed to assist Veterans in obtaining and sustaining permanent housing and engage in needed treatment and other supportive services that improve Veterans’ quality of life and end their homelessness. Case Management is the heart of this program and is a requirement for participation in the HUD-VASH voucher program.

The VA determines if the veteran is eligible for the program; veterans must be eligible for Veterans Health Administration (VHA) in order to be eligible for VASH. The public housing authority (PHA)will  determine Veteran eligibility based on income limits and sex offender registry status. A Veteran’s eligibility is re-evaluated annually by the PHA.

HUD-VASH provides permanent supportive housing for eligible homeless Veterans who are single or eligible homeless Veterans with families. The program is developed for the homeless Veteran, so eligible Veteran families must include the Veteran.

Because HUD-VASH provides for Veterans who may have medical, mental health and/or substance use disorders, eligible Veterans must be able to complete activities of daily living and live independently in the community alone or with case management and supportive services.
Program Eligibility:
Either (a) a Veteran, a person who served in the active military, naval, or air service, regardless of length of service, and who was discharged or released therefrom; or (b) a member of a family in which the head of household, or the spouse of the head of household, is a Veteran. (Note: The head of household should be identified by the Veteran family.) [1] For the purposes of GPD, the term “Veteran” means a person who served in the active military, naval, or air service, regardless of length of service, and who was discharged or released therefrom.
Veterans must be experiencing homelessness as defined in paragraphs (1), (2), (3), or (4) of HUD’s “homeless” definition. There are income limits for VASH eligibility.

	
	Eligible Costs/ Activities
	IMPORTANT NOTICE about Eligible Costs/ Expenses: Within all eligible activities/ costs, there are restrictions and guidelines governing whether or not they will be approved. VASH programs use discretion to assess that the cost will be eligible/ is needed by the client.

	Continuum of Care (CoC) Program

	
	Overview: The CoC program is designed to:
1. Promote community-wide commitment to the goal of ending homelessness;
2. Provide funding for efforts by nonprofit providers, States, and local governments to quickly rehouse homeless individuals (including unaccompanied youth) and families, while minimizing the trauma and dislocation caused to homeless individuals, families, and communities by homelessness;
3. Promote access to and effective utilization of mainstream programs by homeless individuals and families; and
4. Optimize self-sufficiency among individuals and families experiencing homelessness.

	
	Eligible Program Components/ Costs

	
	Rapid Re-Housing (RRH)
	Funds may provide supportive services, and/or short-term (up to 3 months) and/or medium-term (for 3 to 24 months) tenant-based rental assistance, as necessary to help a homeless individual or family (must meet HUD’s Definition of Homelessness Category 1 or 4), with or without disabilities, move as quickly as possible into permanent housing and achieve stability in that housing. There are no income requirements for CoC Program Rapid Re-Housing.

The CoC’s Written Standards establish minimum standards for CoC-funded RRH projects, including:
(A) determining and prioritizing which eligible families and individuals will receive rapid rehousing assistance, as well as the amount or percentage of rent that each program participant must pay
(B) setting a maximum amount or percentage of rental assistance that a program participant may receive, a maximum number of months that a program participant may receive rental assistance, and/or a maximum number of times that a program participant may receive rental assistance
(C) Limiting rental assistance to no more than 24 months to a household within a 36 month period. (While HUD allows up to 24 months, the Eastern PA CoC standards emphasize providing no more than 12 months of rental assistance).

RRH projects:
(A) May provide supportive services for no longer than 6 months after rental assistance stops
(B) Must re-evaluate, not less than once annually, that the program participant lacks sufficient resources and support networks necessary to retain housing without Continuum of Care assistance and the types and amounts of assistance that the program participant needs to retain housing
(C) must make case management available not less than once per month to assist the program participant in ensuring long-term housing stability; Case Management must be housing-focused and aligned with housing first approach

	
	Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH)
	PSH can only provide assistance to individuals with disabilities and families in which one adult or child has a disability. Supportive services designed to meet the needs of the program participants must be made available to the program participants.

All PSH projects in the Eastern PA CoC are dedicated to serving households experiencing chronic homelessness. As such, all PSH projects first serve chronically homeless households before serving non-chronically homeless households.

A “chronically homeless” individual is 
1. an individual who: 
a. Is homeless and lives in a place not meant for human habitation, a safe haven, or in an emergency shelter; AND 
b. Has been homeless and living or residing in a place not meant for human habitation, a safe haven, or in an emergency shelter continuously for at least twelve months or on at least four separate occasions in the last three years where those occasions cumulatively total at least twelve months (Each period separating the occasions must include at least 7 nights of living in a situation other than a place not meant for human habitation, in an emergency shelter, or in a safe haven); AND 
c. Can be diagnosed with one or more of the following conditions: substance use disorder, serious mental illness, developmental disability, post-traumatic stress disorder, cognitive impairments resulting from brain injury, or chronic physical illness or disability;
2. An individual who has been residing in an institutional care facility, including a jail, substance abuse or mental health treatment facility, hospital, or other similar facility, for fewer than 90 days and met all of the criteria in paragraph (1) of this definition, before entering that facility; or
3. A family with an adult head of household (or if there is no adult in the family, a minor head of household) who meets all of the criteria in paragraph (1) of this definition, including a family whose composition has fluctuated while the head of household has been homeless.

There are no income requirements for CoC Program Permanent Supportive Housing.

	
	Joint Transitional and Rapid Re-Housing Component (TH-RRH)
	New in 2017, joint transitional and rapid re-housing component projects provide a way to meet some of the pressing challenges that communities are facing. They provide a safe place for people to stay – crisis housing – with financial assistance and wrap around supportive services determined by program participants to help them move to permanent housing as quickly as possible. Stays in the crisis housing portion of these projects should be brief and without preconditions, and participants should quickly move to permanent housing in the Rapid Re-housing portion of the project. Households meeting paragraph 1 or 4 of HUD’s Homeless Definition are eligible for this project type. There are no income requirements for CoC Program Joint Transitional and Rapid Re-Housing.

Joint Transitional and Rapid Re-Housing Component projects can provide a maximum of 24 months of housing assistance and supportive services to households. (While HUD allows up to 24 months, the Eastern PA CoC standards emphasize providing no more than 12 months of rental assistance)

	Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG)

	
	Overview: The ESG program provides funding to: (1) engage homeless individuals and families living on the street; (2) improve the number and quality of emergency shelters for homeless individuals and families; (3) help operate these shelters; (4) provide essential services to shelter residents, (5) rapidly rehouse homeless individuals and families (Category 1 only), and (6) prevent families/individuals from becoming homeless. 

	
	Eligible Program Components/ Costs

	
	Street Outreach (SO)
	Essential Services necessary to reach out to unsheltered homeless individuals and families, connect them with emergency shelter, housing, or critical services, and provide them with urgent, non-facility-based care. Component services generally consist of engagement, case management, emergency health and mental health services, and transportation

	
	Emergency Shelter (ES)
	· Essential Services for individuals and families in emergency shelter; Component services generally consist of case management, child care, education services, employment assistance and job training, outpatient  health services, legal services, life skills training, mental health services, substance abuse treatment services, and transportation
· Shelter Operations, including maintenance, rent, security, fuel, equipment, insurance, utilities, and furnishings
· Where no appropriate emergency shelter is available for a homeless family or individual, eligible costs may also include a hotel or motel voucher for that family or individual

	
	Homelessness Prevention (HP)
	Housing relocation and stabilization services and/or short and/or medium-term rental assistance necessary to prevent the individual or family from moving into an emergency shelter or another place described in paragraph (1) of the “homeless” definition. This assistance, referred to as homelessness prevention, may be provided to individuals and families who meet the criteria under the “at risk of homelessness” definition, or who meet the criteria in paragraph (2), (3), or (4) of the “homeless” definition and have an annual income below 30 percent of median family income for the area, as determined by HUD. The costs of homelessness prevention are only eligible to the extent that the assistance is necessary to help the program participant regain stability in the program participant's current permanent housing or move into other permanent housing and achieve stability in that housing.

Eligible costs include:
· Rental Assistance: rental assistance and rental arrears
· Financial assistance: rental application fees, security and utility deposits, utility payments, last month's rent, moving costs
· Services: housing search and placement, housing stability case management, landlord-tenant mediation, tenant legal services, credit repair

	
	Rapid Re-Housing (RRH)
	Housing relocation and stabilization services and short and/or medium-term rental assistance as necessary to help individuals or families living in an emergency shelter or other place described in paragraph (1) of the “homeless” definition move as quickly as possible into permanent housing and achieve stability in that housing. Eligible costs include:
· Rental Assistance: rental assistance and rental arrears up to 24 months in a 3-year period (While HUD allows up to 24 months, the Eastern PA CoC standards emphasize providing no more than 12 months of rental assistance)
· Financial Assistance: rental application fees, security and utility deposits, utility payments up to 24 months in a 3-year period, last month's rent, moving costs
· Services: housing search and placement, housing stability case management, landlord-tenant mediation, tenant legal services, credit repair

There are no income requirements for entry into ESG Program Rapid Re-Housing. There are income requirements in order to receive ongoing ESG Program Rapid Re-Housing assistance.

	HUD Definitions/ Terms

	
	HUD Homeless Definition
	(1) An individual or family who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence, meaning:
(i) An individual or family with a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings, including a car, park, abandoned building, bus or train station, airport, or camping ground;
(ii) An individual or family living in a supervised publicly or privately operated shelter designated to provide temporary living arrangements (including congregate shelters, transitional housing, and hotels and motels paid for by charitable organizations or by federal, state, or local government programs for low-income individuals); or
(iii) An individual who is exiting an institution where he or she resided for 90 days or less and who resided in an emergency shelter or place not meant for human habitation immediately before entering that institution;
(2) An individual or family who will imminently lose their primary nighttime residence, provided that:
(i) The primary nighttime residence will be lost within 14 days of the date of application for homeless assistance;
(ii) No subsequent residence has been identified; and
(iii) The individual or family lacks the resources or support networks, e.g., family, friends, faith-based or other social networks, needed to obtain other permanent housing;
(3) Unaccompanied youth under 25 years of age, or families with children and youth, who do not otherwise qualify as homeless under this definition, but who:
(i) Are defined as homeless under section 387 of the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act, section 637 of the Head Start Act, section 41403 of the Violence Against Women Act of 1994, section 330(h) of the Public Health Service Act, section 3 of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, section 17(b) of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 or section 725 of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act;
(ii) Have not had a lease, ownership interest, or occupancy agreement in permanent housing at any time during the 60 days immediately preceding the date of application for homeless assistance;
(iii) Have experienced persistent instability as measured by two moves or more during the 60-day period immediately preceding the date of applying for homeless assistance; and
(iv) Can be expected to continue in such status for an extended period of time because of chronic disabilities, chronic physical health or mental health conditions, substance addiction, histories of domestic violence or childhood abuse (including neglect), the presence of a child or youth with a disability, or two or more barriers to employment, which include the lack of a high school degree or General Education Development (GED), illiteracy, low English proficiency, a history of incarceration or detention for criminal activity, and a history of unstable employment; or
(4) Any individual or family who:
(i) Is fleeing, or is attempting to flee, domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, stalking, or other dangerous or life-threatening conditions that relate to violence against the individual or a family member, including a child, that has either taken place within the individual's or family's primary nighttime residence or has made the individual or family afraid to return to their primary nighttime residence;
(ii) Has no other residence; and
(iii) Lacks the resources or support networks, e.g., family, friends, faith-based or other social networks, to obtain other permanent housing.

	
	HUD Chronically Homeless Definition
	A “chronically homeless” individual is 
1. an individual who: 
a. Is homeless and lives in a place not meant for human habitation, a safe haven, or in an emergency shelter; AND 
b. Has been homeless and living or residing in a place not meant for human habitation, a safe haven, or in an emergency shelter continuously for at least twelve months or on at least four separate occasions in the last three years where those occasions cumulatively total at least twelve months (Each period separating the occasions must include at least 7 nights of living in a situation other than a place not meant for human habitation, in an emergency shelter, or in a safe haven); AND 
c. Can be diagnosed with one or more of the following conditions: substance use disorder, serious mental illness, developmental disability, post-traumatic stress disorder, cognitive impairments resulting from brain injury, or chronic physical illness or disability;
2. An individual who has been residing in an institutional care facility, including a jail, substance abuse or mental health treatment facility, hospital, or other similar facility, for fewer than 90 days and met all of the criteria in paragraph (1) of this definition, before entering that facility; or
3. A family with an adult head of household (or if there is no adult in the family, a minor head of household) who meets all of the criteria in paragraph (1) of this definition, including a family whose composition has fluctuated while the head of household has been homeless.

	
	HUD At Risk of Homelessness Definition
	(1) An individual or family who:
(i) Has an annual income below 30 percent of median family income for the area, as determined by HUD;
(ii) Does not have sufficient resources or support networks, e.g., family, friends, faith-based or other social networks, immediately available to prevent them from moving to an emergency shelter or another place described in paragraph (1) of the “homeless” definition in this section; and
(iii) Meets one of the following conditions:
(A) Has moved because of economic reasons two or more times during the 60 days immediately preceding the application for homelessness prevention assistance;
(B) Is living in the home of another because of economic hardship;
(C) Has been notified in writing that their right to occupy their current housing or living situation will be terminated within 21 days after the date of application for assistance;
(D) Lives in a hotel or motel and the cost of the hotel or motel stay is not paid by charitable organizations or by Federal, State, or local government programs for low-income individuals;
(E) Lives in a single-room occupancy or efficiency apartment unit in which there reside more than two persons or lives in a larger housing unit in which there reside more than 1.5 persons reside per room, as defined by the U.S. Census Bureau;
(F) Is exiting a publicly funded institution, or system of care (such as a health-care facility, a mental health facility, foster care or other youth facility, or correction program or institution); or
(G) Otherwise lives in housing that has characteristics associated with instability and an increased risk of homelessness, as identified in the recipient's approved consolidated plan;
(2) A child or youth who does not qualify as “homeless” under this section, but qualifies as “homeless” under section 387(3) of the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act, section 637(11) of the Head Start Act, section 41403(6) of the Violence Against Women Act of 1994, section 330(h)(5)(A) of the Public Health Service Act, section 3(m) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, or section 17(b)(15) of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966; or
(3) A child or youth who does not qualify as “homeless” under this section, but qualifies as “homeless” under section 725(2) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, and the parent(s) or guardian(s) of that child or youth if living with her or him.



